
What should I already Know?

• In reception I will  have explored creatures, people and plants in 

their natural environment. 

• I will have learnt to use your senses to feel, listen, smell, taste and 

see. 

• I will have made observations of animals and plants and explain 

why some things occur and talk about changes.

• I will be able to ask questions about why things happen and how 

things work, including for my own body

What  will I know by the end of the unit? 

Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, 

including deciduous and evergreen trees 

Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common 

flowering plants, including trees

Explore and compare the differences between things that  are living, 
dead, and things that have never been alive 

Vocabulary
word meaning Image 
tree a tall plant with a hard trunk, branches 

and leaves
trunk the large main stem of a tree

deciduous a tree that loses its leaves in the autumn 

every year
evergreen a tree or bush which has green leaves all 

the year round
bulb a root shaped like an onion that grows 

into a flower or plant
flower part of a plant that grows at the end of 

the stem and is often brightly coloured
leaf/leaves the part of a plant that are flat, thin and 

usually green
petal thin coloured or white parts which form 

part of the flower
roots the parts of a plant that are under 

ground
stem the thin upright part of a plant on which 

leaves and flowers grow
seed the small, hard part that form a new 

plant
fruit something that grows that contains 

seeds or a stone
vegetable plants such as cabbage that you can 

cook and eat
weed a wild plant that grows where you don’t 

want it to grow
wild animals and plants that are not looked 

after by humans

Big Questions

Why do some trees lose their leaves in the winter but some stay 

green?

Do all plants have flowers?

What plants can you see from the classroom window?
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