
Wellesley Park Primary School – Religions Education 
Topic: Unit 6: What do Jewish people believe about the Torah Year: 2  Autumn Term

Essential Core (Summary of unit)

• I will know that the Torah means ‘teaching’ is the most important part of Jewish scriptures and contains the first 5 books of the 
Hebrew Bible. 

• I will understand how special the Torah is for Jews: the Torah is read every week in the synagogue, the end of one cycle is 
celebrated in Simchat Torah. 

• I will know that the Torah teaches Jews what God is like and how they should live their lives. 

Important Facts

• It takes a whole year to read the Torah, this is celebrated with a 
celebration called Simhat Torah.

• Shabbat lasts from Friday night to Saturday night and no work is allowed 
to be carried out during this time – including switching the oven on.

• On Shabbat a Challah loaf is eaten.
• Jewish people believe that it is important that all the family come 

together for Shabbat.
• A kippah and tallit are worn as a sign of respect for God as Jewish men 

and boys pray.
• Jewish homes have a mezuzah on their doors. This is touched as they 

enter their home and remember that they wants God's Law (Torah) to 
always be obeyed in their home.

• The Torah is written in Hebrew and read from right to left. It is written by 
hand.

• The Torah is stored in ‘The Ark’ and is not allowed to be touched by 
hands.

• A Yad is used to point at the Torah.
• During a Jewish wedding a wine glass is smashed and Mazel Tov 

(congratulations) is shouted.

What should I already Know?

• Know that Jews believe in one God who 
created the universe. 

• Know basic elements of the story found 
in Genesis.

• Know that the Jewish name for God is 
Adonai which mean ‘Lord’. Jews use the 
name with great respect, never 
carelessly. Sometimes Jews write the 
words as God because of its sacredness.  

• Be able to recognise the Star of David as 
a symbol of Judaism, which represents 
the 6 days of creation found in Genesis. 

• Know that Jews live all over the world, 
but Israel is considered very special as it 
was promised to Abraham and his 
descendants by God.

• Jewish people having a coming of age 
ceremony

• Yom Kippur is the holiest day in the 
Jewish calendar

Vocabulary

WORD Meaning Image 

Torah The Jewish special 

book

synagogue A Jewish place of 

worship

Kippah A hat that covers 

the head during 

prayer, eating and 

studying

Tallit A prayer shawl

Shabbat The 7th day of the 

Jewish week, which 

is a day of rest.

Challah 

loaf

A sweet, plaited 

loaf eaten on 

Shabbat

Ketubah A wine glass

smashed during a 

Jewish wedding


